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Goodwin Sands is a
better airport location

| am not surprised
that the Airports
Commission

has rejected the
proposal for an airport on the Isle
of Grain (AJ 05.09.14).

When Lord Foster launched
his idea of a ‘Thames Hub'
airport on the Isle of Grain in
2011, | examined the idea and
concluded that the environmental
constraints and existing
strategic infrastructure on the
site meant that his scheme was
undeliverable. The huge cost of
creating replacements for both
the habitat and the infrastructure
would be prohibitive.

Following that | wondered
where a new four-runway airport
could be located in south-east
England in the event that the
expansion of Heathrow and/
or Gatwick were not politically
acceptable. | concluded that
the only site where such a large
development could be sited
without excessive environmental
damage was off the Kent coast
on the Goodwin Sands, in an
area which has no statutory
environmental designation.

It is inevitably the case that
expanding either Heathrow or
Gatwick is the least expensive
way of gaining additional
runway capacity. A new offshore
hub airport is only an option
if Heathrow and Gatwick
expansion is blocked by political
factors, and to date that has
been the case. Whether the
Airports Commission will
succeed in overturning that
political block remains to
be seen; if it does not then
Goodwin Airport may yet get the
chance to be the 21st century
hub airport that the UK needs.
Tim Beckett, Beckett Rankine
Marine Consulting Engineers,
London SW1
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